PART ONE

BACKGROUND

I.   THE FIRST THREE ACTS

, HE present war is the fourth bout of prolonged mass warfare
in human history, the third great industrialized war, and the sec-
ond mechanized war. The first three prolonged mass wars were the
Revolutionary-Napoleonic from 1792 to 1815, the American Civil
War of 1861-65, and the war of 1914-18, the first great industri-
alized conflict being the American Civil War.

The distinguishing mark of mass warfare is full mobilization.
Throughout a large Human group, all physically fit men whose
labor is not essential to the survival of the group must be compelled
by kw to serve in the armed forces. The war parties of barbaric
tribes like Red Indians or Tartars are thus ruled out because of their
comparatively small numbers. For mass warfare you need civilized,
agricultural peoples. Universal compulsory service for women is
among its latest developments.

Why then did mass warfare appear only in the French Revolu-
tionary levy in mass of 1793? For thousands of years human con-
flicts have from time to time blazed up to a white heat of intensity.
Homer's world, for instance, shows us a kind of war in which, except
for a handful of lucky fugitives, all men of the conquered side fit
to bear arms are killed, while the old people are left to die and the
young women and children enslaved. A community threatened with
such things of course resists to the utmost. Further, both ancient
and medieval historians occasionally speak of very large armies, and
many if not most ancient and medieval states made all freemen
legally liable for aimed service.
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